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Natural History Sunset Tour Sample Itinerary

Through of a mix of learning, hands-on study and group sharing, we will:

Arrive at the Bellingham Bay Community Boatinng Center boat launch by 6 pm for sunset trips, gather your gear and meet your guide just inside the Boat Yard.  Please arrive, with clothes ready to go kayaking.  For example non-cotton pants or shorts with long johns/tights; soakable footwear (See “What to Bring” below); T-shirts okay if sunny, but have a heavy wool or synthetic shirt or jacket, and a raincoat in your "Day Bag."  We'll unload the boats and gear off of the racks, learn the basic skills of sea kayaking, and head out on the water.  

This 3 hour paddle is one of the most scenic and varied available in the Bellingham area.  We start out at the Fairhaven Boat Launch in Bellingham, WA.  We travel south from there passing huge working Boat yards with impressive history, and continue along the shoreline along impressively scalloped sandstone cliffs.  We often see river otters, seals, cormorants, eagles, loons and oyster catchers along this beautiful shoreline. If time and weather permit, it is also possible to visit petrified palm tree fossils and a bird sanctuary down in Chuckanut Bay.  A lot to see in a relatively short paddle!

PADDLING TIME: Our paddling mileage/speed is based on the weather and general strength of the group.  For safety reasons, we travel at the pace of the most leisurely boat and stay together.  We will paddle for 1-2 hours at a stretch with interspersed stops on beaches to relax, view eagles, herons, native flora, and marine life, and to answer nature’s call.  Typically, we may cover 3 to 4 miles over the course of our half-day excursion.

WHAT TO BRING:

Elakah Expeditions provides all the sea kayaking equipment needed for your journey. You need to provide your own outdoor suitable clothing, personal gear and raingear.  

This clothing can be either worn or brought with you in your day bag.  Depending on the weather at the time of the trip, you may or may not need all of this gear.  Feel free to use your good judgment based on the weather.  This list is intended as a reminder to you as you prepare for the trip.  Please try to avoid cotton clothing as it will make you colder on cold, wet days!  

- Wet Shoes (your feet will be wet guaranteed!) water sandals are ok

- Rain Coat



- Shorts/pants


- Warm Hat and/or Brimmed Hat
- Tee Shirt (Cotton is OK)

- Wool socks



- Sweater or Fleece Jacket


- Sunglasses with safety cord

- Sunscreen & Lip sun block




- Camera/Binoculars


- Bike gloves for paddling (optional)
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